
 

Benchmark Assessments 
What: 
Benchmark assessments evaluate students’ knowledge and skills relative to academic standards and an 
explicit set of long-term learning goals. These assessments should be used to inform policy, instructional 
planning, and decision-making at the classroom, school, and district level. 

Who:  
Benchmark assessments are intended for all students, including English learners and those who may have an 
IEP.  
 
Benchmark assessments can be administered by a wide variety of staff, provided they have been trained in 
that specific assessment. Classroom teachers, administrators, special education staff, para-professionals, 
school counselors and psychologists. Substitute or even retired teachers can also be utilized, provided they 
have the proper training. 

When: 
Benchmark assessments should be administered 3-4 times a year. Fall, Winter, and Spring assessments are 
common, or quarterly. It is important to build this time into the school calendar to ensure that it takes place. 

Why: 
Benchmark assessments play an important role in instructional planning. Beginning of year assessments tell 
school staff where students are academically so they can plan lessons accordingly. It also gives teachers 
valuable information on which students may need additional support in their learning and provides families with 
evidence of learning happening in the school. 

How:  
The decision of what tool to use is up to the school, the only requirement is that it be evidence based. Some 
examples that have been used in Montana schools include: Aimsweb, DIBELS, Fastbridge, iReady, ISIP, 
I-station, MAPS, and Star. The National Center on Intensive Interventions (NCII) has an Academic Screening 
Tools Chart as well as an Academic Progress Monitoring Tools Chart that can help schools select assessments 
that are evidence based. 
 
It is important to note that screening and progress monitoring tools are not interventions, they are assessments 
schools can use to gather data on student needs and progress monitor for student growth. The NCII also 
provides an Academic Intervention Tools Chart and a Behavioral Interventions Tools Chart that can help select 
an evidence based intervention program. 
 
You will also be asked to share your benchmarking data with your regional lead. A benchmarking form specific 
to your school will be shared with you where you can enter your data.  
 
More information here:  
Benchmark Assessment for Improved Learning: An AACC Policy Brief  
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https://charts.intensiveintervention.org/ascreening?_gl=1*os3gzg*_ga*NzgzMjE2OTg4LjE2ODc0NjcyNjk.*_ga_8HTR3VBRFZ*MTY5MDgxMzA4MS40LjAuMTY5MDgxMzA4MS4wLjAuMA..
https://charts.intensiveintervention.org/ascreening?_gl=1*os3gzg*_ga*NzgzMjE2OTg4LjE2ODc0NjcyNjk.*_ga_8HTR3VBRFZ*MTY5MDgxMzA4MS40LjAuMTY5MDgxMzA4MS4wLjAuMA..
https://charts.intensiveintervention.org/aprogressmonitoring?_gl=1*gd0re0*_ga*NzE0MTY3OTM5LjE2ODc5ODgyMDc.*_ga_8HTR3VBRFZ*MTY5MTA3OTQ5NC43LjEuMTY5MTA3OTY2Ni4wLjAuMA..
https://charts.intensiveintervention.org/aintervention?_gl=1*1ch9rtc*_ga*NzE0MTY3OTM5LjE2ODc5ODgyMDc.*_ga_8HTR3VBRFZ*MTY5MTA3OTQ5NC43LjEuMTY5MTA3OTUyMy4wLjAuMA..
https://charts.intensiveintervention.org/bintervention?_gl=1*1hmaq6y*_ga*NzE0MTY3OTM5LjE2ODc5ODgyMDc.*_ga_8HTR3VBRFZ*MTY5MTA3OTQ5NC43LjEuMTY5MTA3OTU1OS4wLjAuMA..
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14y-hwaQAEG88FnDrm6IfqBfYWTbvoQLEbQrRmCwSzcg/edit
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED524108.pdf
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